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This issue of Theoretical Computer Science is a special issue dedicated to the Sixth 
International Workshop on Algorithmic Learning Theory (ALT ‘95) held at the 
Recent Hotel, Fukuoka, Japan, October 18-20, 1995. It contains nine articles that 
were among the best in the conference. The authors of these papers have been invited 
by the Special Issue Editor to submit completed versions of their work for this Special 
Issue. Once received, these papers underwent he usual refereeing process of Theoret- 
ical Computer Science. 
The series of workshops on Algorithmic Learning Theory has been established in 
1990 in Tokyo. Since then, it has been held annually sponsored by the Japanese 
Society for Artificial Intelligence. The 1991, 1992, and 1993 meetings have been 
conducted in Tokyo. In 1994, ALT went for the first time abroad when it was held 
at Reinhardsbrunn Castle in Germany. On that occasion, it merged with the Inter- 
national Workshop on Analogical and Inductive Inference. 
Continuation of the ALT series is supervised by its steering committee consisting 01 
Setsuo Arikawa (chair, Kyushu University), Takashi Yokomori (University of Electro- 
Communications, Tokyo), Hiroshi Imai (University of Tokyo), Teruyasu Nishizawa 
(Niigata University), Akito Sakurai (Hitachi, Tokyo), Taiske Sato (Tokyo Institute of 
Technology), Takeshi Shinohara (Kyushu Institute of Technology), Masayuki Numao 
(Tokyo Institute of Technology), and Yuji Takada (Fujitsu, Numazu). 
The ALT series is focusing on all areas related to algorithmic learning theory 
including (but not limited to): the theory of machine learning, the design and analysis 
of learning algorithms, computational logic of/for machine discovery, inductive infer- 
ence of recursive functions and recursively enumerable languages, learning via queries, 
learning by artificial and biological neural networks, pattern recognition, learning by 
analogy, statistical learning, Bayesian/MDL estimation, inductive logic program- 
ming, robotics, application of learning to databases, gene analyses, etc. 
The diversity of approaches to learning is also reflected in this Special Issue. 
I would like to express my immense gratitude to the referees for their fine reports, 
and to all the members of the program committee consisting of N. Abe, N. Cesa- 
Bianchi, R.P. Daley, P.A. Flach, M. Hagiya, M. Haraguchi, H. Ishizaka, K.P. Jantke, 
P.M. Long, Y. Mansour, A. Maruoka, T. Sato, A. Sharma, H.-U. Simon, T. Takagi, 
and T. Yokomori for their careful selection of these papers. 
THOMAS ZEUGMANN 
Special Issue Editor 
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